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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
UHSAA Office 

September 26, 2018  
9:00 am 

 
Members present:  Ryck Astle, David Dunn, Jim Birch, Chris Richards-Khong, Jason Smith, 
John Goldhardt, Tom Sherwood, Ryan Bishop, Rusty Taylor, Dave McKee, Trever Wilson, 
Robert Henke, Bruce Bean, Nan Ault, Craig Morris, Trevor Powell, Roberta Hardy, Jim Wood, 
Clayton Carter, Darin Jenkins, Jodi Kaufman, Marc Hunter, Craig Hammer, Rob Cuff, Jeff 
Cluff, Brenan Jackson, and Jon Oglesby.  Excused:  Wade Woolstenhulme, Alex Salvo and Jan 
Whittaker.  Minutes:  Jeanne Widerburg   
 
1.  Welcome and Chairperson Business:  Chair Hammer welcomed members to the meeting.  
He excused Mr. Woolstenhulme and Mr. Salvo.  He welcomed Shad Stevens who was 
substituting for Mr. Woolstenhulme and Jared Miller substituting for Alex Salvo.  Ms. Whittaker 
was excused because she was at 2A Golf. 
 
 A.  Reverence/Thought:  Mr. Powell thanked the members and reminded them they are 
serving students.  He then offered a prayer. 
 
 B.  Pledge of Allegiance/Patriotic Thought:  Mr. Bishop said he attended a conference in 
Texas.  His take away was needing to be student-focused.  Educators have the ability to help, 
inspire and motivate change in the next generation of Americans.  He is grateful to be in a 
profession with a group of people who have the best interests of students to impact future 
generations.  He then led the group in the pledge of allegiance.   
 
 C.  Section 7/8:  Mr. Hammer reported that the staff had hosted the NFHS Section 7/8 
Conference in St. George.  One of the highlights was Brenan Jackson singing the national 
anthem.  Mr. Hammer invited Mr. Jackson to sing the national anthem at today’s meeting.  Mr. 
Jackson received a round of applause.  Mr. Hammer reported that Jeff Griffin was the guest 
speaker at the conference.  He graduated from Sky View HS.  While painting a barn he fell 40 
feet and landed on both feet breaking his spine.  He is in a wheelchair and he spoke about how it 
impacted his life.  He lives by “I’Mpossible.”  It was a moving presentation as he stood up from 
his wheelchair and took 4 difficult steps.  Mr. Hammer talked about the breakout sessions.  Mr. 
Oglesby and Amy Donaldson presented on State Associations and the Media.  Football litigation 
was discussed by John Black, legal counsel for the NFHS.  The new NFHS Director, Karissa 
Niehoff, was in attendance and the NFHS presented.  Mr. Jackson and Dr. Weinig presented on 
Sports Medicine, Mr. Oglesby and Clair Anderson presented on RMA/RCA, Mr. Cluff and 
Travis Roberts talked about the state of officiating and Mr. Hunter and Ms. Whittaker presented 
on sportsmanship.  The state executive directors gave a state of their association address.  Many 
conference attendees visited Zion National Park.  The last evening included a dinner and show at 
Tuachan.  Next year’s conference will be held in Seattle, Washington.  Mr. Hammer thanked and 
congratulated the staff for their efforts and successful conference.  The Association hosts the 
conference every 11 years.   
 
Mr. Hammer discussed a University of Maryland incident with an athlete that died from heat 
stroke.  The article gave a timeline of the incident.  The trainers did not immerse him.  Mr. 
Hammer said we need to emphasize the importance of “cool first, transport second.”  Patients 
have a 100% survivability rate when body temperature is lowered within 30 minutes.  Schools 
should have cooling tubs and access to ice. 
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 D.  Retirement:  Ms. Amy Lichthardt is retiring from the Association.  Mr. Cuff thanked 
Amy for her service of 7 years.  Ms. Lichthardt said it had been a pleasure to work with 
everyone.  She thanked members and wished them a good year.  She received a round of 
applause. 
 
 E.  Minutes of August 8, 2018 (summary on UHSAA website):   
 
MOTION:  Mr. Sherwood made a motion to approve the minutes of August 8, 2018.  Mr. Wood 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.       
 
 F.  Ready Reference Calendar Guides:  Please remember deadlines. 
 
 G.  Member School Dues, CAT Insurance, By-laws Confirmation:  Ms. Widerburg 
reported only 46% of member schools have completed everything.  The items were due on 
September 15.    No catastrophic disbursements will be made until all schools have paid.  
 
 H.  Fall Sports Assignment Sheets:  Mr. Oglesby distributed the assignment sheets for 
members to volunteer coverage at state tournaments. 
 
 I.  Award Selection Committee:  The Committee will be meeting at 7:30 am prior to the 
next meeting on November 7. 
 
2.  USBE Report:  Ms. Kaufman said she is the designee representative for the State 
Superintendent, Sydnee Dickson.  She reports the meeting to her and she brings updates back to 
members.  Last month, she discussed the new head injury policy and a link has been included on 
the UHSAA website.  It includes the protocol for return to learn as well as return to play.  Mr. 
Cuff and Mr. Jackson will be attending the next State School Board Meeting to present the 
Association’s annual report. 
 
3.  BOT Meeting Report:  Mr. Sherwood reported the August 23, 2018, meeting. 
 

• Six new members schools – 154 member-schools, 107 football schools 
• Orientation – procedures and materials 
• Website, calendar, etc. 
• Elections will be held in January/Charter Schools in May 
• Catastrophic Insurance – 100% reimbursement 
• Sportsmanship, Earn a Star initiative, Student Leadership Conference 
• Communication Committee – positive marketing 
• RegisterMyCoach – coach certification is responsibility of districts and schools 
• New Title Sponsor – Mountain American Credit Union 
• Media Rights 
• Officials – background checks 
• Lacrosse – committee proposal was approved as first reading 
• Legislative report was given by Dave Spatafore 
• Summer moratorium is June 30 – July 6, 2019 
• Audit and Budget – staff complimented on audit report 

 
Mr. Cuff reported that a legislator contacted UHSAA.  A meeting was held with the legislator 
regarding a home schooled student at Tabiona who wanted to play football.  Accommodations 
were made for the student if he would enroll full-time for first term at Duchesne HS.  If the 
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student withdraws, he then would still be eligible for football at Duchesne according to UHSAA 
rules.  After discussions at the meeting, the legislator is not going to run legislation. 
 
4.  Region Visits (p. 56):  Mr. Cuff provided the region visit schedule.  The staff would like to 
attend at least one region meeting.   
 
5.  Football Endowment Games Report:  Mr. Cuff thanked participating schools.  There was 
lightning that week that effected 22 games and three games were suspended.  The football 
endowment money goes into the UHSAA Foundation, which has been disbursing funds back to 
schools to pay for catastrophic insurance premiums.   
 
6.  Calendar (refer to UHSAA website for updates):  Mr. Oglesby said the 2018-2019 
Tentative Calendar should be available soon on the UHSAA Website.   
 
 A.  2018-2019 Calendar (pp. 57-59):   
  1.  1A Baseball:  Mr. Cluff reported the site was moved from Dixie HS to Dixie 
State.  Same format. 
  2.  Speech/Debate Sites:   
   1A/2A  APA Draper 
   3A  Summit Academy 
   4A  Ben Lomond HS 
   5A  Woods Cross HS 
   6A  Davis HS 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Morris made the motion to approve the Speech/Debate sites.  Mr. Taylor 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
  3.  Drama/Theatre Sites:  Proposed sites will be discussed in November meeting 
along with the dates. 
 
7.  Follow-Up Items from Previous Meetings and Other Items: 
 
 A.  Sportsmanship Items: 
  1.  Dare2Lead Student Conference:  Mr. Hammer stated the conference will be 
held on June 13, 2019, at Jordan HS.  The Committee is working on ideas to improve attendance.   
  2.  Raise the Bar:  Two items added to the criteria.  (1)  Any positive experience 
with another school and (2) Sportsmanship video (due October 15). 
  3.  Sportsmanship Report:  Mr. Sherwood reported that UHSAA Staff had met 
with a parent who had a son of mixed race and the parent shared his concern of disadvantages for 
his and other minority students.  It was discussed that schools could be more proactive and make 
a special effort in this area.  Mr. Sherwood feels educators and leaders need to educate students 
there are certain things we can’t say and reasons we can’t say them.  It is a hard message.  Mr. 
Sherwood shared a YouTube video entitled, “When Every Word Doesn’t Belong to Everyone.”  
Mr. Sherwood is going to share the video along with his personal narrative with his studentbody.       
There is no place for certain words on the athletic field and a standard the Association should 
uphold.  Mr. Sherwood asked his staff to watch the video with their students and then have a 
discussion.  Staff members were uncomfortable having the conversation in the classroom 
because they might say something offensive trying to lead the discussion.  He thinks that is part 
of the problem because we choose not to talk about it.   
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Mr. Cluff said the officials have been instructed if they hear the “word” or racial slur, then there 
is no warning and athlete would be ejected.  If they don’t hear it and it is reported to them, the 
officiating crew should meet and discuss it and address both teams.  Both coaches should be 
aware.  If it is heard again there will be action taken.  It will take time to educate the officials 
because it is a mindset to be part of the solution.  It could interrupt the flow of the game, but the 
staff is passionate about helping to change the behavior.  Please be patient with the officials.  
Sportsmanship matters and we are trying to raise the bar. 
 
Mr. Cuff said the staff was called on the carpet by the father and he was very direct and adamant 
that everyone is racist and asked what is the Association doing to make changes.  After spending 
time with the dad, there was some good discussion and the staff came away with addressing 
protocol and policies with officials and addressing the issue with the Sportsmanship Committee.  
There is the video Mr. Sherwood presented or there may be others through NFHSlearn.com to 
help educate and instruct coaches, officials and parents.  The third take away was to discuss with 
the BOT in November creating a Diversity Equity Committee.  Members of the UHSAA family, 
who are minority, could serve as part of that committee.  The parent kept referring to the “White 
Wall” in the lobby – BOT and EC members.  Mr. Cuff thinks the Association can do a better job 
of working with those in schools to be a voice in addressing the issue.  The parent was assured 
the Association would do everything it could to address racism.  Ms. Richards-Khong said we 
need to teach a register of speech in education.  General respect and tolerance.  Ms. Kaufmann, 
USBE, said there is a resource available, “Teaching Tolerance” with lesson plans.   
 
 B.  Swimming:  Mr. Dan Miller was introduced.  He is the state swim tournament 
director.  A group visited the new BYU pool.  Some of the seating has been adjusted.  The pools 
are bigger.  It is proposed that state swimming be held at BYU; however, it is possible for 3A to 
go to Wasatch again.  Mr. Miller said with the design of the pool there are 18 lanes which 
enables two 8 lane courses.  With this, there could be a prelim event on Friday and finals on 
Saturday for 4A, 5A, and 6A.  3A would have a one-day meet on Thursday.  Recruitment is 
better with prelim finals and finals and would increase participation.  Streaming will be available 
to another room in the event that there is a sellout.  The facility is more spectator friendly.  Mr. 
Miller said the prelim will help with crowds because if an athlete doesn’t make the prelim, most 
likely their supporters won’t be back on Saturday.  Mr. Cuff said all eight swimmers will be 
medaled in the finals.  Mr. Sherwood said he was concerned running girls and boys at the same 
time with only one coach.  More discussion in November.      
 
 C.  Theatre/Drama Items:  The ADEC will be sending a survey with regards to a new 
proposed ballot for theatre.  The proposed ballot was piloted by two regions last year and the 
feedback was positive.  Theatre teachers and principals need to complete the survey.  
 
 D.  Baseball Time Limit Proposal:  Mr. Cluff reported the officials’ association sent a 
proposal to limit sub-varsity baseball to a 2-hour time limit.  This would mirror a time limit in 
sub-varsity softball.  The proposal would help retain officials because it would make games more 
predicable for time.  Baseball would play seven innings or 2 hours (no new inning after 2 hours).  
The staff would support the proposal.  Ms. Richards-Khong asked if there is a two-hour limit will 
some of the other restrictions (mercy rule) be lifted.  Mr. Cluff said the 10-run rule for JV would 
not be in effect.  Mr. Cluff summarized the proposal: (1) 2-hour time limit for sub-varsity 
baseball and (2) no 10-run rule if there is a 2-hour time limit.  Members were asked to take it 
back to regions for discussion.   
 
 E.  Officials Update:  Registration is looking good and associations are focusing on 
retention and recruitment.  We need help in the communities to recruit officials.  If schools can 
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recruit locally it will save travel costs.  Mr. Bishop suggested recruiting former athletes.  Mr. 
Cluff said they would bring officials to schools to help recruit if schools would organize the 
meetings.   
 
 F.  Winter Schedule Deadline:  Mr. Cluff stated the winter deadline has passed 
(September 15).  A reminder was sent to basketball administrators.  Any tournament schedules 
are needed by UHSAA or associations.             
 
 G.  Ejections:  Mr. Cluff said it has been a mild fall.  When an ejection occurs, whether 
reported by an official or the school is aware, if a report is not seen within 24 hours, please 
contact Mr. Cluff so he can add it to the system.  When an email regarding an ejection is 
received at the school, scroll to bottom and approve to return to the UHSAA Office.  The 
approval acknowledges the principal/school will follow the ejection process.  In 
RegisterMyAthlete, there are now two additional slots for administrators to be added for a total 
of four who can receive notification through the email chain.  Please review this with regions.  If 
a player is ejected and they play, the school will forfeit the game for playing an ineligible player.  
Remind regions. 
 
Mr. Cluff led a discussion on ejection proposal from football coaches that ejections be based on 
quarters (4), halves (2) or innings, depending on the sport, rather than missing the next full game.  
Ex:  A football player is ejected 1st quarter of the varsity game.  He would not be able to return 
to play until 2nd quarter of the next varsity game.   This would only apply to players because they 
cannot appeal.  Mr. Bean felt this would be a good compromise.  Please discuss in regions and 
bring back in November.  This would be a change for 2019-2020.   
 
 H.  Soccer Items:  Shad Stevens stated that in 3A Soccer there are three regions.  Two 
regions have seven schools and one region has five schools.  They are allowed 6-6-4.  Region 15 
has two schools not participating in soccer leaving an available spot.  It is being proposed a play-
in game be allowed for Region 13 and Region 14 for the final spot.  The game would be October 
8 and then the winner would play October 11.  The classification has discussed and recommends 
the proposal. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Morris made the motion to approve the soccer play-in game. Mr. Bean seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Jackson stated that 5A/6A semi-final games will be at Juan Diego HS.  The 2A/4A semi-
finals will be at Jordan HS and the 3A semi-finals at Juan Diego.  Finals for 5A/6A on Friday 
and 2A/3A/4A finals on Saturday at Rio Tinto. 
 
 I.  Wrestling:  Mr. Jackson said that Division B Wrestling would be hosted by Copper 
Hills.  Division A will be hosted by Syracuse. 
 
 J.  Football:  Six sites have been prepared for 1A/2A/3A semi-finals football games.  The 
games will be assigned geographically, but won’t be finalized until mid-October. 
 
 K.  NFHS #MyReasonWhyCampaign:  Mr. Oglesby said the NFHS was very 
complimentary regarding the growth in Utah using the #MyReasonWhyCampaign.   
 
 L.  Cross Country/Track Items:  Mr. Oglesby reminded members the races will be 
starting 30 minutes earlier for cross country to accommodate Highland HS football game that 
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night.  He also mentioned concern for damages to Highland HS through this event.  The schools 
and districts will be billed for damages.      
 
A tentative schedule has been set for the state track meet.  After discussion regarding team tent 
spots, it was determined the current policy would not be changed this year.  Teams will need to 
remove tents and bring them back the following day.   
 
 M.  Tennis Items:  Mr. Oglesby reminded members that tennis will be ticketed.  Each 
team will have a packet with coach credentials and tickets for each competitor.  Everyone else 
will need to pay for entrance.  A head coach can sign a form for entrance and then a billing will 
be sent.  He asked members to help and support communications regarding the new ticketing 
policy for tennis.  Mr. Oglesby said a proposal is circulating regarding the tennis format. 
 
 N.  Lacrosse:  Mr. Oglesby said a “soft” survey was sent to determine lacrosse interest.  
A proposal was made from Alpine School District for non-sanctioned club teams to compete in 
the first year of lacrosse and then have sanctioned teams by the second year.  The contact person 
would be a club representative.  Members were concerned playing club teams.  Mr. Oglesby said 
Alpine is trying to make lacrosse happen in their district, but not year one until they have 
facilities.  Mr. Sherwood suggested a variance to the current rule.  Mr. Cuff said the games 
would not be covered by catastrophic insurance because the game would not be sanctioned.  Mr. 
Oglesby said a decision would need to be made by January.  Please discuss in region meetings.  
The BOT will formally vote on the lacrosse proposals in November. 
 
 O.  Basketball:  Sites have been finalized. 
  1A  Sevier Valley Center 
  2A  Weber State 
  3A  Sevier Valley Center 
  4A  SUU 
  5A/6A Girls SLCC 
  5A/6A Boys Weber State 
 
 P.  Academic All-State:  Mr. Oglesby thanked members for their cooperation in initiating 
the new changes in Academic All-State.  More students will be recognized using the index and 
4.0.  1A/2A/3A will be allowed to use a lower GPA to meet 10 slots for each classification.  The 
windows were listed on page 62. 
 
 Q.  Speech/Debate Items:  Mr. Oglesby said all sites have been finalized and approved.  
Bingham HS has requested permission to hold a round-robin tourney to help prepare students for 
national competition.  The entrance fee is higher so the tournament needs approval from the 
Executive Committee.  Schools can choose to attend or not.  Ms. Richards-Khong stated the 
extra fees allow for more quality judges and food costs.   
 
MOTION:  Mr. Goldhardt motioned to approve the round-robin debate tourney at Bingham HS.  
Mr. Sherwood seconded the motion.   Motion carried.   
 
8. Legal Report:  Mr. Van Wagoner discussed the class action law suit.  The judge in the last 
two weeks sent out a notice that he wants a briefing to him on the appropriateness of current 
counsel to represent the class.  Mr. Van Wagoner discussed what answer will be filed.  Mr. 
Gordon has been named as a witness, so all documentation will be opened to the attorneys.   
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Mr. Van Wagoner said they met with the AG Office, Risk Management, Superintendent 
Association and State School Board to understand how Title IX compliance can be better 
organized and effectuated in all districts across the state.  What is the role of the individual 
organizations?  Some proposals were put forth regarding emerging sports to create an outline like 
NCAA for emerging sports for woman.  It would set forth the ways in which a sport should 
progress and develop and then become a championship sport.  This would provide a written 
policy as to how the UHSAA sanctions a sport.  The Association is very interested in assisting 
these groups.  
 
9.  UIAAA:  Mr. Hunter reported UIAAA held the new AD training on September 11.  They had 
11 individuals attend. 
 
Last November, the UIAAA made a presentation to superintendents and then they met with the 
State Office looking to require AD’s to be certified.  Mr. Taylor asked if they had an 
administrative certification why they would be required to have the AD certification.  Mr. 
Sherwood said he could see the value for AD certification, but thinks it would be a determination 
by districts’ human resources.  He asked if the Association would support the required training.  
Mr. Hammer said his AD’s are administrators.  Mr. Sherwood feels it would be helpful to require 
AD’s to be trained.  Mr. Hammer has concerns to mandate the certification.  It was discussed 
there would need to be a compromise to accept both administrator and CAA certification.  Mr. 
Hammer would like to keep the decision with the Association.  Mr. Cuff said we could handle it 
on the Association level as a By-law.  Ms. Kaufmann felt the USBE would be supportive of the 
UHSAA making the rule.  Her supervisor suggested to include it with licensing procedures.  Mr. 
Cuff said the Constitution By-law Committee could write it up and bring for approval.  Mr. 
Wilson felt the certification gives them the background needed to be successful.  Mr. Hammer 
wants to keep it with the Association. 
 
10.  Realignment:  Mr. Cuff said the format and procedures were approved in March.  All EC 
members are invited to the BOT meeting on November 15.  Page 63 shows the timeline of 
realignment.  The December meeting dates will be established in the November 15 meeting at 
9:00 am.  The staff is waiting for the October 1 counts.  Letters to members schools, public and 
private, and districts were sent to collect numbers for self-contained students (public), enrollment 
(private) and alternative school enrollment (districts).  Please return forms on October 1.  He 
suggested classifications meet to develop proposals.  Please invite the BOT members to 
classification proposal consideration meetings. 
 
11.  Reports: 
 
 A.  Female Equity Committee:  Mr. Morris reported the committee is now the Female 
Equity and Emerging Sports Committee.  The AG Office sent out surveys to find interest levels 
and emerging sports.  Consideration of applying protocol of NCAA emerging sports.  The 
Association has received criticism for not having a policy for adding a sport.  The NCAA has 
separate criteria for men and women sports to try to create equity for woman.  The committee 
wants to increase participation of women.  Mr. Sherwood said Title IX is to expand opportunities 
for the under-represented gender.  Some feel we are not proactively expanding those 
opportunities.  The committee will help to show we are actively working to expand 
opportunities. 
 

B.  Communications Committee:  Mr. Oglesby said we have had an increased presence 
on social media coming from our social media manager, Matt Garrish.  He has done some great 
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work already with info graphics after games, Instagram and twitter.  Committee looking to 
improve internal communications as well. 

 
C.  1A Athletics:  Nothing to report. 
 
D.  2A Athletics:  Mr. Powell stated they had determined all softball games would be in 

St. George. 
 
E.  3A Athletics:  Ms. Ault said there has been discussion to consider reinstating 

honoring Academic All-State at state tournaments.  They deserve the moment and recognition.    
 
F.  4A Athletics:  Nothing to report. 
 
G.  5A Athletics:  5A was in support of the new Academic All-State protocol. 
 
H.  6A Athletics:  Mr. Dunn said there has been a request for boys to participate in state 

drill.  The region voted, “no.”   
 

12.  For the Good of the Order: 
 
 A.  Distinguished Service Award (region due November 1 (pp. 66):  Mr. Cuff reminded 
regions to submit application by November 1.  Committee will meet prior to the next EC 
meeting. 
 
 B.  Super Fan Award (due November 1) (p. 67):  Any school can submit application for 
Super Fan Award, also due on November 1. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:25. 
 
 
 
 
 


